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Prayer to the Soul
Igive unceasing thanks, OLord,
That every humble crust and bowl

When blessed by Thee
Is kingly fare for body and soul.

I d o n o t t h a n k f o r b r e a d a l o n e

But for the privilege to pray.
Knowing Thou ar t

Accessible to me each day.

And Ido pray Thee, God of love.
To help me discipline my will;

And save my soul
Though Iremain 'unworthy sti l l .

V e r n e r H a n s e n .
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^Ue H e a H i t e d
SmiU al“ F o i i i u l a t i o n s

(Sermon on the Mount as Translated in RSV)
X X I V G r a c e N o l l C r o w e l l

V

There are some who ^ry to identify the teachings
of Jesus with an age that is gone. The Bible, they
tell us, has been outmoded by advancing technology.
But the parable with which the Sermon comes to its
close suggests that although Jesus lived long ago and
far away, he spoke of things that endure across the
ages and across the miles. The parable concerns two
builders: one wise, one foolish. Each of them con¬
s t ruc ts ahouse. A l though de ta i l s a re no t g iven , i t
is possible that neither of them, by modern standards,
would be thought much of ahouse.

The houses were probab ly one-s tory, w i th aflat
roof that could be used in the cool of the evening.
I t is more than al i t t le odd that the favor i te design
in twentieth century suburbia is the ranch house
—one floor with abreezeway connecting l iving quar¬
ters and garage. For commercial purposes, however,
our builders do not stop with 40, 50, nor even 100
s t o r i e s .

G e n e s i s 11 : 4 r e l a t e s h o w m e n s e t o u t t o b u i l d f o r
themselves “a tower wi th i ts top in the heavens. ”
Of our great buildings we boast that they are sky¬
scrapers. When Jesus and his friends came to Jeru¬
salem, the latter were awed at the sights of the city.
“ L o o k Te a c h e r, ” t h e y e x c l a i m e d , “ w h a t w o n d e r f u l
buildings!” Nothing like that in Galilee! What would
they say if they were set down amid the artificial
grand canyons of Chicago, Cincinnati, or Pittsburgh?

M e n i n o u r L o r d ’ s t i m e b u i l t w i t h w o o d a n d s t o n e .
Our bui lders know how to use steel and glass and
aluminum. In Jesus’ day, an outside stairway com¬
municated with the upper floor and the roof. We have
elevators to whisk us aquar ter of ami le in ver t ica l
t r anspo r ta t i on . O i l l amps and afi re on the hea r th
were the only utilities in Palestinian homes. We pipe
in water and gas and electricity.

America, my country, lest we forget this day,
●Turn back the clock to centuries ago

When our forefathers chose to kneel and pray

With gratitude that God had blessed them so.
Throughout the year —Has He done less, Omen.
H a s H e d o n e l e s s f o r u s t h a n H e d i d t h e n ?

Let us come gladly, humbly as He came.

Hardships were theirs —hardships have been our lot:

Long drought has often seared our fields like flame.

They had their fears, we have ours, do we not?

Yet the God who blessed them, blesses even more

This land today spread wide from shore to shore.

Let us give thanks; let us withhold no word.
No upward l i f t ing o f our hear ts that should

Rejoice with gladness and be deeply stirred
By the unmerited favor, the great good

That has been ours. For blessings such as these,
\

Let us give thanks to God upon our knees.

— “ L u t h e r a n H e r a l d ’

Thoughtless
They say the world is round, and yet

It really must be square;
So many little hurts we get

F r o m c o r n e r s h e r e a n d t h e r e .

We flatter those we scarcely know.
We please the fleeting guest;

And deal full many athoughtless blow
To t h o s e w e l o v e t h e b e s t .

— A u t h o r U n k n o w n .

There is probably only one thing about the build¬
ing industry that has not changed in the last 1900
years. That happens to be the one thing Jesus talke'd
about: the importance of the foundation. The foun¬
dat ion doesn’ t show, but i t must be sol id, whether
the superstructure be one story or 125. Perhaps a
more pleasing design could be erected if one could
just put up walls wherever he wished —but to dis¬
regard foundations would be to invite disaster. One
man “built his house upon the sand,” the other “built
his house upon the rock.” Men still are judged by
where they choose to build. In that respect, tech¬
nology has provided us with nothing which the Car¬
penter did not know.
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Let them, our posterity, live in asociety that will
inspire each person to be aflowering individual, to
defend what they believe in, free from dull uni¬
formi ty. -

“The naturalized citizen has aspecial obligation.
W e a r e a m b a s s a d o r s t o t w o c o u n t r i e s a n d f o r t w o
countries. In everyday life, work and pleasure we
are, in this our adopted new country, representatives
f o r o u r n a t i v e l a n d s t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . I f f o r t u ¬

nate enough to be able to visit the countries where
we were born, we must be true ambassadors for this
n a t i o n t o t h e s e c o u n t r i e s . W e c a n a n d s h o u l d b e
smal l tools to help in creat ing internat ional under¬
s t a n d i n g . We h a v e a fi r s t - h a n d k n o w l e d g e o f t w o
nations. We owe Americans all w.e can give.

“Let us have moral courage to preserve the best
we have received in the past; in culture, traditions,
ideas and goals. Live it every day and teach it to
our children. We can in that way add asmall token
t o t h e v a l u e s o f t h i s n a t i o n .

It is my sincere hope that we, citizens by choice,
may not only by acts and doings be good Americans,
b u t i n o u r h e a r t s t o o . ”

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SNovember 20, 1958

Citizens by Choice
L a i n a M o l b a k

E d i t o r ’ s N o t e : M r s . M o l b a k d e l i v e r e d t h i s s p e e c h
on “I Am An American Day” September 20 in Seattle,
Washington. She represented the 3,000 new citizens
present, and was chosen by the local U. S. Immigration
and Naturalization Service office as the “ideal person”
to represent the many immigrants at the ceremonies.
She and her husband, Egon, came to the United States
in 1950, and operate agreenhouse in Woodinville,
Washington. They have two children, Ellen and
Ki rs ten. The ta lk seems par t icu lar ly appropr ia te in
this Thanksgiving issue.

“Natural Born citizens and citizens by choice:

“It is no easy task to participate in this program
representa,tive for more than three thousand

newly naturalized citizens, men and women from
countries and with various backgrounds and

for being here today. Some have suffered
agreat deal and endured hardship, others like myself
have been fortunate enough to be born and raised
and educated in countries based on the same prin¬
ciples as the United States.

“Why did Ibecome acitizen? For several reasons.
The most important was our two American-born
daughters. We could not expect them to grow into
good citizens, ready to accept and carry out the rights
and privileges and responsibilities, if we, my hus¬
band and I, did not do our share of the work that
goes with being acitizen of acountry. In other
words, be agood example, which is and always will
be, the very best educator.

“Another reason was the old golden rule, which
applies as well to home life and community as to a
country. You cannot, in the long run, receive if you
are not willing to give. However, it was adecision
that took alot of thought and soul-searching.

“I am brought up with astrong and proud national
feeling toward my native land, Denmark. In order
to be true to the United States, my fatherland and
myself, there could just be one answer if we were
to l ive here —American ci t izenship.

“To change status as acitizen is not and should
not be an easy act. What does it mean to the indi¬
vidual and our prosperity? It calls for rights, privi¬
leges and last but not least, duties. Iwill not go
into details regarding these. Almost all the rights
and privileges can be mentioned in four words, the
Bill of Rights, which we, the naturalized citizens,
have studied so hard in order to pass our examinations.

“We have dedicated ourselves to stay within the
laws o f th is count ry. I f ca l led to serve communi ty
or country, to do so according to t ime and abi l i ty.
We shal l t ry to be a ler t and wel l in formed voters.
It will take time, study and effort, but it is our duty.

“What do we expect from the coming generation?
It will be wise to express it as ahope; that they
wil l l ive and be educated in acountry of which they
will be proud; that they will receive the security,
spiritual strength and respect which only an inde¬
pendent and broad-minded nation can give.

“We, their parents, carry agreat deal of that re¬
sponsibility. What is done today builds tomorrow.

a s a

m a n y
r e a s o n s

a

IDon’t Want to be aPriest Anymore
The famous Christ ian minister, Fr iedrich von Bo-

delschwingh, tells the story of asmall boy in one
of his schools of mercy. One day the little lad burst
weeping into his room with the emphatic remark:
“I don’t want to be apriest anymore.”

I t w a s t h e c u s t o m i n t h i s s c h o o l t o h a v e t h e c h i l ¬
dren enact the B ib le s tor ies , and i t had been h is
misfortune that twice he had to take the part of
the priest who passed by the unfortunate man that
had fallen among the thieves. ^

“But what do you want to be?” the kindly min¬
i s t e r a s k e d . Anyone else,” the boy replied, “the
man fallen among the thieves, the Samaritan, the
host, but never again the priest.

The minister then assigned to him the role of the
good Samaritan, saying “How hard it is for aChris¬
t i a n c h i l d t o b d u n k i n d ! A n d w h a t a n o f f e n s e i t i s
to mislead it by word or example to become unkind!”

S e l e c t e d .

G r a t i t u d e

The earth is sere and skies are cold and grey.
T h i s i s t h e t i m e o f r e s t f o r f e r t i l e s o d .
But thoughts are all aglow with joy today —
We have received abundant gifts from God!
The silence reigns upon denuded fields,
And woodlands dream of youngsters’ lyric mirth.
The farmer smiles, recalling golden yields.
And thanks the Father for grain’s garnered worth.
No matter what the daily work may be,
The Lord has shown the proof of His great love.
In blessings given man abundantly.
And praises rise to Him enthroned above.

The hills and valleys have grown monochrome.
Bu t hea r t f e l t wa rmth i s f ound w i t h i n ahome ! ●

T h e l m a A l l i n d e r.
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Parcels All Wtripped? Bargains All
Tracked Down? Some Shopping Still
to Do? TP ell. Don’t Be Too Busy to

Gh/iU.tma6̂  ^Uinhin<f.
D r. F r a n c i s C a r r S t i fl e r

Secretary, American Bible Society, Retired

FIRST WOMAN SHOPPER: Did you ever see such —why do we give gifts at Christmas time? Is it
ajam in your life? Seems to me these stores get more not in remembrance of the gift God made to his chil-
crowded every year just before Christmas. dren in sending one who should save them from

t h e i r s i n s ?S E C O N D W O M A N S H O P P E R : Yo u k n o w , m y
brother and my husband are both so hard to satisfy And now the thoughts begin to come trooping in
that I’ve been putting off getting something for them fast. Do the gifts Igave really reflect the gift of
till now —the day before Christmas! I’ll just have Christ to the world,
t o g e t t h e m s o m e t h i n g t o d a y — n e c k t i e s I g u e s s .
W h e r e a r e t h e n e c k t i e s ?

Do Igive them in the spirit in
which Christ was given? Do Igive them to the people
Christ would have me remember?

FIRST WOMAN SHOPPER: There they are, over
there, but look at the crowd pawing them over.

Well, let’s consider these questions amoment.
Do my gifts reflect the gift of Christ to the world?
After all, most of the Christmas wishes we extenjd
are found on the greeting cards we mail out and
the gift cards we wrap in with our packages. What

these cards? Scotty dogs, or hunting scenes or a
coach and four, or is there apicture of amanger or

Well, that little scene is going to be enacted over
and over again afew weeks from now, in spite of
all the pleas to “Do Your Christmas Shopping Early.”
It is one of the most pathetic symptoms of our hectic
American life. Everybody with plenty of money, _
the stores full of plenty of things and twenty-four ^ o v e r a l i t t l e c i t y s e t o n a h i l l s i d e ,
hours in every day which from the beginning of the what are the words thatappearon ourcards?
world has been plenty of time — but still anxious they just the stale, trite“MerryC h r i s t m a s
customers go hunting for gifts andtired sales people worse “Seasons Greetings” or isthere aquota¬

tion from the great Christmas hymns like “O Come,
a l l Ye F a i t h f u l ' -

I S o n

o r

keep trying to help them at the last moment.
T+ 4.-  “ H a r k ! t h e H e r a l d A n g e l s S i n g ”It would be hard enough at any time of the year, or astrain or two of the most beloved hymn of them

but how infinitely sad it is as we approach the day all “Silent Night, Holy Night”
when the world is supposed to remember Him who
said “Peace Igive unto you let not your heart the most effective Christmas greeting cards
be troubled If thou hads’t known, even thou, at ^ever saw bore only the eight lines of the last stanza
least in this, thy day, the things that belong unto Phillips Brooks’ “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
thy peace.” w h i c h c a r r y a p r a y e r . D o y o u r e m e m b e r t h e m ?

May Isuggest aremedy for this spiritual disease,
which becomes epidemic arnong the American people
every December? It is afar more potent medicine
than “Do your Christmas shopping early.” It is “Do
your Christmas thinking early.”

It is not too late, even now, to get your Christmas
thinking straightened out.

“O Holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in.
Be born in us this day.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

, O C o m e t o u s , a b i d e w i t h u s .
Every thought you give to Christmas ought to be Our Lord Emmanuel.”

surcharged with the remembrance of the origin of
Christmas. Most of the people in the United States There is only one greeting that surpasses thesedo not go to Church regularly and millions of them quotations from the Christmas hymns Rî quota-
have never read for themselveS’ if, indeed’ they ever tions from the Scriptures themselves. Once again
heard them read, the stones in the Bible about the this year the American Bible Society has preparedff ^ ^ special edition of the Gospel of Luke with abLuti-suggest that the first thing every one of us should do ful Christmas cover, entitled, “Unto You ASaviour ”
Co^snel aL f Matthew’s There is no finer Christmas card than the ChristmasGospe and the first and second chapters of Luke’s story as recorded for us by Luke, the physician, and

companion of Paul.
The next thought might be tied to these stories Our next question is, “Do Igive at Christmas time
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to the peop le Chr i s t wou ld have me remember?
Well, He would, of course, have me remember those
Ilove, the members of my family and my true friends,
but how about the people who have no families and
few, if any, friends? How about the people in the
wards o f t he b ig c i t y hosp i t a l s , t he Tube rcu los i s
Sanitoria, the Veterans hospitals, the men and women
i n P r i s o n s a n d P e n i t e n t i a r i e s — o l d f o l k s i n A l m s
Houses and people whose luck has gone against them
that are not in an^ of these institutions, but whose 1
Christmas is going to be acheerless one unless you 2
or some other neighbor thinks of them?

Here’s asuggestion that any church group can ‘t
carry oui with lots of fun for themselves and immeas¬
urable joy to the people they remember. Arrange with ^
the Superintendent of your local hospital to have little
copies of the Book of Luke delivered on the Christmas °
morning breakfast trays of every patient in the wards. ^
Let your group meet at the church some night before
Christmas to wjrap the little Gospels in bright Holi¬
day paper and ribbon with maybe asprig of holly or
other decoration on it. You will have an evening of
the happiest fe l lowship because you wi l l be giv ing
the time for people that are so easily forgotten.
And the hospital patients? They will be overjoyed
just to be remembered. And here’s another thought.
Remember that Christmas is not an American holiday.
It is aholy day the world around.

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S Page 5
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Bible Readings Suggestions
N o v e m b e r

27 Thanksgiving P s a l m s _

P s a l m s _

P s a l m s _

P s a l m s _

2 3 : 1 - 6

. 2 7 : 1 - 1 4

. 4 6 : 1 - 1 1

1 0 3 : 1 - 2 2

2 8

2 9

30 Advent Sunday

D e c e m b e r

-Psalms

-Isaiah

-Isaiah 

-Isaiah

-Micah

-Matthew

.Matthew

-Matthew

Matthew ■

--Matthew

-Luke

-Luke

-Luke

-John 

-John 

-John 

-Romans

-Romans

- 1 C o r i n t h i a n s

.Ephesians

. P h i l l i p p i a n s _

.James

-1John 

.John 

.Luke

1 2 1 : 1 - 8

4 0 : 1 - 3 1

5 3 : 1 - 1 2

5 5 : 1 - 1 3

. 6 : 6 - 1 5

. 5 : 1 - 1 6

5 : 1 7 - 4 8

. 6 : 1 - 1 5

6 : 1 6 - 3 4

. 7 : 1 - 2 0

1 0 : 1 - 4 2

1 5 : 1 - 3 2

2 4 : 1 - 5 3

. 3 : 1 - 2 1

3 : 2 2 - 3 6

1 4 : 1 - 1 4

. 8 : 1 - 3 9

1 2 : 1 - 2 1

1 3 : 1 - 1 3

. 6 : 1 - 2 4

. 4 : 1 - 2 3

- 1 : 1 - 2 7

. 3 . T - 2 4

. 1 : 1 - 1 8

. 2 : 1 - 5 2

3

7 S u n d a y

1 0

1 1

1 2

1 3

14 Universal Bible Sunday
1 5

1 6

1 7

1 8

19

20

Now, all these things Ihave suggested are things 21 Sunday
that cannot be done the night before Chr istmas. I t 22
is even now later than you think. It may be too late
to carry out some of the suggest ions, but i f what I24
have said appeals to you, there are other Christmases
coming. In the months that lie ahead, you can find
out about some people to whom you would like to
give aBible next year. The Bible Society gets let¬
ters continually from older people asking for Bibles
with large bold print. The Bible they have is too
hard to read, for their eyesight is not what it
was. There are other plans you can begin to make
now for Christmases ahead for growing sons and
daughters.

2 3

2 5 C h r i s t m a s

o n c e

The opportunities of Christmas are limitless, if
you approach them in the spirit of Christ, God’s great
gift, and leave time to give your plans plenty of
thought.

Do your Christmas Thinking Early!

Human Intelligence
Dr. Robert M. Hutchins, president of the Fund for

the Republic, recently told the National Civil Liberties
Clearing House in Washington:

The human intelligence that produced the hydro¬
gen bomb should be equal to the task of saving
from it. So the intelligence which has given
marvellously complex and productive civilization, and
that democracy which has been alight to the world
for almost 200 years, should be equal to the task of
creating the understanding and the dedication that
the survival of the free society in the second half of
the 20th Century requires.

t t

u s

u s o u r

●●r

848 ifc soeigrv"'
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anxious to start any new changes in our worship. If
it ’s gotta be, it ’s gotta be. But that don’t mean I’m
goin’ to like it.”

“There are only about two churches in our synod
that are using the new book, so far.”

“It’s not exactly abest seller in our synod, huh?”
“No t exac t l y. ”
“Say, Isee all the Christmas decorations are up

all around already. Rushing things as usual. By the
time Christmas comes, we’ll be so tired of- reds and
greens and bells and Santa Clauses that it’ll be arelief
to get it over with.”

“ I a g r e e w i t h y o u , C a r l . C h r i s t m a s i s a h o l y
ce lebra t ion o f agrea t h is to r i ca l fac t and event . I t
is the meeting of ‘time’ and ‘eternity.’ But the shop¬
keepers lower the level of the whole celebration by
spreading out the observance so long. They take the
‘eternity’ part the wrong way.”

“Like some sermons I ’ve heard, pastor.
“Meaning me? Have Ibeen preaching too long

O P I N I O N
A N D

C O M M E N T
It was Carl speaking —Carl,“Morning, pastoj:.

our crusty church custodian.
“Well,” we answered, “and how did you sleep last

n igh t?”
“Like ababy. Always do. Seldom have much

trouble gettin’ to sleep.”
“You don’t have any worries then?”
“Sure Ido. Lots of ’em. But I’ve heard you say,

pastor, that God neither slumbers nor sleeps. And
Ifigure there is no use the two of us lying awake. So
Igoes to sleep.”

I t i s u n u su a l f o r C a r l t o t a ke t h i n g s q u i t e so
literally. And we seldom can take him that way. We
asked, “What are you doing today—anything special?”

“Just making afire check. Iread in this mornin’s
paper that last year there were 3,200 church fires in
the U. S. This time of the year, with the cold settin’
in and the furnace goin’ strong again, we gotta be
e x t r a c a r e f u l . ”

“Were there really that many church fires?”
“Yep. Cost about $20,000,000.”
“Maybe we ought to have the electrical system

checked, too.”
“Wouldn’t hurt any S a y , p a s t o r , o n t h e p i a n o

in the social hall Ifound acopy of this here new red
hymnbook we’ve heard so much about.”

“Yes, that’s my copy. What do you think of it?”
“Well, going through it pretty fast, Ifound alot

of hymns Iknow. And some of my favorites are there,
even though alot of ’em don’t seem to be. Did they
just gather up agroup of hymns from each synod and
put them all together?”

“Far from it, Carl. The hymns were carefully
s t u d i e d a n d c r i t i c i z e d . E a c h s y n o d w a s n o t j u s t
a l l o w e d t o s u b m i t i t s o w n f a v o r i t e s . I d o n ’ t k n o w
how many of the hymns are brand nev/. It seems to
me that no hymnal ought to be published without
including some new ones that have never been printed
before. Most of these certainly are hymns that have
had agreat deal of use already.”

“The fi rs t ha l f o f t he book i s amys te ry to me .
Frankly, Idon’t know what most of that stuff is all
a b o u t . ”

l a te l y? ”
“Nothing personal , nothing personal . I t was just

aremark. Ireally have heard some pastors who don’t
know when to stop.”

“I don’t think ahalf hour of preaching aweek is
too much for anyone.”

“ I t ’s no t , Iguess
for apreacher to shorten asermon is to make it more
interesting.”

“ T h a t ’ s a g o o d p o i n t . W h a t i n t e r e s t s y o u , i n
preaching?”

“ M e , I ’ m a g o o d L u t h e r a n . I l i k e t h e d o c t r i n a l
emphasis. There is nothing so interesting as agood
d o c t r i n a l p o i n t . A s I s a i d , I ’ m a c o n s e r v a t i v e i n
c h u r c h . ”

Seems to me the best way

“And something of apessimist, Ithink, too
Well, it’s all right to have pessimism for weeks and
for months as long as you have optimism for years
and generations. The real Christian is the one who
never loses his hope. Do you sometimes think things
look pretty hopeless? Is that what makes you grouchy
so often, Carl?”

“Oh, Ige t g rouchy over l i t t le th ings . ”
“ L i k e k i d s ? ”

“I admit Iget pretty mad over how parents nowa¬
days let kids run wild. Somebody said on the TV
the other night that everything in the house is con¬
trolled by aswitch, except the children. Ieven see
some young people coming to church just to do their
c o u r t i n ’ . ”

“What better place, Carl? What better time?”
“Maybe you got something there

Christmas shoppin’ done, pastor?”
“Not al l of i t . I t takes alot of thought and t ime.

In the long run, the nicest gift is always something
you made yourself.

“ L i ke money? ”
●“Carl, you have aknack for misinterpreting every¬

thing Isay.... Something like the cynic who was asked
to describe the Grand Canyon.

“Well, pastor, what did this sinner say?”
“I said he was acynic, not asinner. Anyway, he

said that everybody was right —the Grand Canyon
was just gorges.”

“It’s not exactly ‘stuff’ as you put it. But Iagree
that no-one can expect to grasp the Service Book part
of i t at first g lance. I t wi l l take some fami l iar iz ing
and some careful choir preparation to make the best
use of the l i turgy.”

“Are we going to be changing the lethargy in our
church, pastor?”

“The word is ‘liturgy’ Carl. Although your ver¬
sion has something to be said for it.”

“Well, in politics I’m aliberal, but when it comes
to church matters Iget to be pretty conservative.

“The new hymnal is apretty conservative book.
“What Imean, pastor, is that I’m not going to be

Getting your

9 9

9 9
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Remarks of the Dayton Convention of the ULCA
Paul C. Einpie

N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l

FREQUENTLY LAM ASKED: “What implications
do the current Lutheran merger movements
have for the fu ture of the NLC?” The query

is put to the wrong person and furthermore, it’s the
wrong question! The churches themselves, not the
NLC, will decide what kind of ajoint agency, if any,
they will need in the future. The substantive issue
is not the NLC as an organization but that which in
large part it administers —Lutheran cooperation. So
the proper question is: What is the future of Lutheran
cooperation?

Permit me to venture the opinion that regardless
of the methods used, the future will bring more Lu¬
theran cooperation rather than less. The contrary
s e e m s u n t h i n k a b l e !

Only day before yesterday at the ALC convention
one of its leaders privately voiced to me his fears
that lines might harden between two powerful Lu¬
theran bodies, each capable of functioning effectively
in all fields independent of the other.. No one seems
to want this, but many worry about it.

Iam confident that re lat ionships wi l l not develop
in such afashion. The great task of the church is
to witness. The purpose of Lutheran cooperation is
not to present amassed front nor an impressive facade,
but to further this witness. Good stewardship de¬
manded of us such cooperation during the past four
decades —it will continue to do so in the future. On
one side is the fact that coordinat ion prevents in¬
efficient duplication, and the sharing of insights and
techniques increases the effectiveness of the use of
all-too-inadequate resources. On the other side the
process of cooperation at every possible point reduces
the handicap to evangelism imposd by our fragmented
Lutheran approach to American society.

Furthermore, what we l ike to cal l our “Lutheran
w i tness ” i s ac tua l l y the to ta l Chr i s t i an impac t we
make upon our fellowmen. An important part of
this is made in the way we deal with each other, not
as competing groups, but as brethren.

U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a . S u r e l y t h i s
indicates that the primary issues of today are not
those of acentury ago, but some seem to be very
slow in recognizing this fact!

Forty years ago the Lutheran bodies which had
worked together for the first time in World War I
and faced anev/ era in America, recognized the need
for a jo in t agency. They took afirs t s tep in organ¬
izing aCouncil with relat ively few functions. Twenty-
five years la te r these churches took ag ian t s t r ide
in expanding the powers and activities of the Council
to meet the requirements of the post-World War I I
per iod. Al ready anew era is upon us, the out l ines
of which none of use foresaw in 1945. One of i ts most
fr ightening aspects is the swiftness with which one
international crisis follows upon another requiring us
to make new decisions. We know that although God
is the Lord of history, He expects us to witness to
His will in an unmistakable fashion, without being
procrastinators or laggards. We haven’t aday to
spare! How shal l Lutherans of Amer ica and of the
wdrld array their manpower and resources at this
moment of history? We must find the answer to this
question in terms of cooperation pending the attain¬
ment of the more distant but even more urgent goals
o f un i t y.

I n t h i s connec t i on , I shou ld l i ke t o make some
relevant comments. This is amost delicate period
in Lutheran relations. We should try to be
scrupulously accurate and objective in speaking with
and of one another, and wherever the facts are in¬
complete or unclear seek to place the best construction
upon the words and actions of our brethren. The un¬
fortunate tendency of the past to label various groups
in broad generalizations usually results in even less
than half-truths which in most instances are no better
t h a n l i e s .

Perhaps Ishould illustrate what Imean. In ad¬
dressing the American Lutheran Church convention
at San Antonio, I remarked to i t that in the course

We must ever be mindful of the need to plan in of my rounds in recent years, Ihave heard Lutheran
the perspective of history. The primary issues of groups described in the following general terms: ULCA
today are not those of yesterday. Perhaps to some pastors are Masons; ALC pastors are beer drinkers;
extent, Ican symbolize this fact for you in my own Augustana pastors are ecumaniacs; ELC pastors
person. My father was the last president of the narrow pietists; Missouri pastors are hopeless bigots!
Franckian Synod before it merged with the United Of course none of these statements is true and al l of
Lutheran Synod of New York. You who know your them even when not intended to be taken seriously
American Lutheran history, will recall that before do definite harm to the work and witness of the Body
the Civil War when the Franckian Synod was ad- of Jesus Christ. The same is true, of course, in speak-
mitted into the General Synod, the Ministerium of ing of other Christians or of non-Christians, for it
Pennsylvania walked out, and taking other Synods poisons the climate of the dialogue, making it
with it formed the General Council. This was done favorable for understanding. Cooperation has as its
in protest against the theological short-comings of prerequisite respect and confidence. Ibelieve that
the Franckians. Ahundred years later, I, the son of these vital elements are visibly increasing in the con-
the last president of the Franckian Synod, became temporary Ameidcan Lutheran sense, and Ithank
an official of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania in the God for it.

F

a r e

u n -

( C o n t l n u e d o n P a g e 1 5 )
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lessen is New Pres ident
Mr. Richard Jessen, asenior at Macalester College,

St. Paul, Minnesota, was elected national president
of the American Evangelical Lutheran Youth Fellow¬
ship at the national convention in Detroit, Michigan,
November 8, 1958. He could not be present at the
meeting but was notified later and has accepted the
c o n v e n t i o n ’ s d e c i s i o n .

Mr. Jessen replaces Rev. Lavern Larkowski of Hay
Springs, Nebraska, who has served for two full terms.
Ap ic ture and fea ture ar t i c le on the new pres ident
will appear in the next issue.

I y o u t h
I!
IAmerican Evangelical Luth.
J Youth Fellowship
IEDITOR: EVERETT NIELSEN

,1100 Boyd ,
D e s M o i n e s 1 6 , I o w a

Coiiveution Highlights
This year’s national AELYF convention was high¬

lighted by the presentation of the new WORLD OF
SONG to President Larkowski on Friday morning,
November 7. Mrs. Harris Jespersen, member of the
committee, brought two copies of this wonderful new
song book to the convention. Copies will be for sale
in the very new future.

Agreat deal of time and effort has been spent on
preparing this new collection of songs, and from all
indications, it was time well spent. Many songs were
sung from the new book throughout the convention,
and from its acceptance there, it appears that it will
be agreat success.

Another highlight, of course, was the election of a
new president, Richard Jessen, and re-election of
Carol Ann Beyer of Grand View College to the treas¬
urer’s post. These two people will serve with the
remainder of the board: Rev. Harald Petersen, synod
advisor; Rev. Charles Terrell, vice president; and Miss
Carol Madsen, secretary.

The revision of the constitution was largely afore¬
gone conclusion, but it does mean that AELYF is
again up to date in its legal aspects. There were two
changes from the copy printed in LUTHERAN TID¬
INGS (Sept. 20 issue). They are as follows:

Art. V, Sec. B, No. 2: Deleted.
Art. IX, Sec. A, No. 1: The last sentence now reads:

“He shall represent his respective church district in
a l l d e c i s i o n s m a d e a n d a c t i o n s t a k e n . ”

The Operations India Committee has been some¬
what at astandstill due to vague definitions of its pro¬
gram. After adiscussion, two proposals were offered:

1. The Operat ions Commit tee, together wi th the
national board, are authorized to investigate and
initiate action to bring another Indian student to the
U. S. to study at Grand View College or Seminary.

2. The same group is empowered to act in any simi¬
lar manner (i. e. keeping India foremost in mind) with
the funds in the treasury of Operations India.

It was emphasized that this project has always
had a“personal” aspect, and that this is what makes
this operation more real to the local LYFs. It is hoped
that this can continue and that we can help India and
w'e can be enl ightened by astudent f rom Ind ia as
has been true in the past.

An i nv i t a t i on f o r t he 1959 conven t i on was ex tended
and accepted for Nysted, Nebraska, with the Great
P l a i n s D i s t r i c t a s h o s t .

Various reports were given which are too detailed
to include at this time. Results or summaries of these
reports will be popping up from time to time, so
watch for them on this page.

Over the Typewriter
I w o u l d l i k e t o m a k e a f e w e d i t o r i a l c o m m e n t s o n

the 11th Annual Workshop and Convention held in
St. Peter ’s Church, Detroit, Michigan from November
7-9, 1958. These are opinions of my own and any
reflections on personalities is purely unintentional.

I t was agood meet ing. The Detro i t group d id a
fine job of planning, although the schedule was alittle
c r a m p e d a t t i m e s . R u s h i n g i n t h e c i t y n e e d n o t
carry over to conventions, although this usually hap¬
pens at every convention, city or rural.

The speakers, Mr. Bates and Mr. Bridge, on Friday
were interesting. Both had afine grasp of the problem
of juvenile delinquency. However, we were left hang¬
ing with no direction until the banquet speech by Rev.
Carlo Petersen Saturday night.

Rev. Petersen nicely summed up the problem that
people have: striving for status. He turned this upside
down and showed us that we real ly receive status
from God at the beginning; it is not agoal to be
sought. It is sad that more could not have heard
t h i s fi n e t a l k .

The tour of the Ford plant was interesting, al¬
though the journey to it was too fast. It seems that
again, the rush-rush of the city was brought to bear
on the drivers going to the plant.

T h e e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e o f s u c h a t o u r c a n n o t b e
over-estimated. Industry and mass production are
vital to our total way of life. It must be accepted and
recognized, and as such, we must deal with it in all
t h a t w e d o .

The merger question popped up acouple of times
in discussions. It seems that some of us fear being
swallowed up. This need not be so if we have courage
to speak our minds in the New Church. We cannot
lose that which we possess, but we can share it. We
have much to share: The World of Song, camping pro¬
grams; singing and games; general close fellowship.
These things can never be lost if we share them.

Afine film strip with exceptional art work, “Shad¬
ow of aShed” was shown. It deals with work camps.
This strip is available through the Grand View College
Film Library. Further information on work camping
can be obtained from the Luther League of America,
2900 Queen Lane, Philadelphia 29, Pennsylvania.

There was one disappointment during the conven¬
tion. Several prominent representatives were con¬
spicuously absent during the constitution revision and
the election of officers. It seems that abit more fore¬
sight on their part could have seen them at this im¬
portant part of the meeting.
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Santal AfUHan

Qlt^Utmal

T h e 1 9 5 8 “ Y U L E ”

The editor of YULE, Pastor Harris Jespersen, has
g iven me apeek ,a t the ga l ley proo fs o f the new
YULE, the youth Christmas Annual which he so at¬
tractively assembles each year. Again this year, it is
a l m o s t i n c r e d i b l e t h a t w e c a n h a v e s o m u c h f o r s o
little as seventy-five cents. The low cost is made pos¬
sible by the fact that the work is largely on avolun¬
teer basis. This condition has not hurt the quality of
our Christmas magazine which can again this year
make us proud.

-What are your tastes? Inote in the 1958 edit ion
something to please everyone. As one riffles the pages,
it is the striking photographs that stand out. There
are pictures of the synod’s newest churches. There
are pictures of historic interest in observation of the
Minnesota Centennial. There is aChristmas puppy
begging to be loved. (And how easy it is!) There is
apastoral. brook heavy laden with snow, while sur¬
rounding trees l i f t lacy fingers into the frost.

Amore leisurely look into the new YULE reveals
Thorva ld Hansen ’s “med i ta t ion” as we l l as Haro ld
Petersen’s retrieving for us the holy holiday purpose.
There is poetry by Donna Moen Elling and Gertrude
Hanson, who have enriched YULE in other years.
There is asheaf from Professor J. C.. Lindberg, and
his brief biography revealing him as the Danish-born
and beloved prairie-state poet who contributed much
to the cause of poetry in the Dakotas. We sample
the smorgasbord of old favorites served up by Alfred
Nielsen, and the tale told by his brother Holger, the
interesting l i tt le sketch by the editor himself, and a
number of worthwhile short stories by Dagmar
P o t h o l m P e t e r s e n a n d o t h e r s .

All in all there are fifty pages of real holiday spirit,
and the young and the old in your family will be
happy to spend some hours with this 1958 YULE.
Don’t overlook the one-paragraph parable called “A
Christmas Tragedy” which will give you pause for
reflection. We had planned to print this same item
in the Christmas issue of LUTHERAN TIDINGS, but
Editor Jespersen beat us to it.

YULE can be had from your Young People’s So¬
ciety. Or you may send for it from Mrs. Paul Gantriis,
7238 Wentworth Avenue, Minneapolis 23, Minnesota.

V . H .

This year of 1958 has been one in which efforts,
gifts, programs, prayers and thanksgiving naturally
h a v e c e n t e r e d a b o u t W M S 5 0 t h J u b i l e e .

It is logical now that Thanksgiving draws near,
that we again turn our thoughts to the extensive
w o r k o f t h e S a n t a l M i s s i o n . I t h a s b e c o m e t h e
AELC Synod’s good fortune actively to share in this
great work, so singularly blessed through the 90 years
since the inception of this missionary undertaking.

May we see the need as presented, from time to
time, in the SANTAL MISSIONARY, the paper. We
shal l thankful ly “ jo in hands across the sea” as we
press forward with courage to help ever more'and
more people, also in India, to know through personal
experience: “Unto you is born this day aSavior.”
And as formerly, pastors, congregational presidents.
Ladies’ Aid and LYE presidents, as well as Sunday
school superintendents, will you at this time remind
your respect ive const i tuency of the year ’s need for
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o w a r d t h e w o r k o f t h e S A N TA L M I S ¬
SION? Throughou t p rev ious decades , i t has been
customary to make donations as aThankoffering, a
Christmas gift to the Santal work. May this be
doubly true this year!

Why? Because, as we all know, this is the year
of anew venture. Through the 90 years, missionaries
from Denmark, Norway and USA have been chosen
to fill the position of leadership in the Mission. Now
the Superintendent of the Ebenezer Evangelical Lu¬
theran Church of India, elected this year, is anative
S a n t a l Pastor Munshi Tudu. Our people who were
present at the synod convent ion at Des Moines in
1953, will remember this noble Santal. Likewise,
those who attended the annual Santal Mission meet¬
ing at Danebod, Tyler, Minn. Here Munshi gave his
stirring, challenging message on: BEHOLD THE LAMB
O F G O D T H AT TA K E T H AWAY T H E S I N O F T H E
W O R L D .

Is it not likely that more financial aid is needed
as mission activites are extended, and for the first
time in history, aSantal, even amost devoted pastor
as Munshi Tudu, takes over the reins?

she finds the time most challenging to press on in the
strength promised. “Behold Iam with you.”

Are we all falling in step as this year draws to
i t s c l o s e ?

On behalf of the Santal Church, ahearty thank you.
D a g m a r M i l l e r.

P.S. Munshi asks to pray for him and his wife, that
they humbly yet with Christian courage carry out
t h e w o r k e n t r u s t e d t o t h e m .

Miss Naomi Torkelson, one of our young workers
is at her home at Thor, Iowa, on her first furlough.
Naomi Torkelson has already visited some of
Iowa congregations. Coming directly from the mission
headquarters, Dumka, India, Miss Torkelson is well
qualified to give information regarding the recently
organized church and how it functions. Visiting with
Naomi here in Des Moines, she impresses one with
this fact: Great changes are taking place on the mis¬
sion field during this time of transition.

o u r

However, It takes you to make an argument. Anna Faye.
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Beaver Crossing, Nebraska

so the Augustana Women’s Missionary Society changed
its name, but not its purpose which has been followed
for 66 years: advancing the Kingdom of God. Today
through aunified program emphasizing membership,
education and service, the ALCW looks forward to
i n c r e a s e d f r u i t f u l n e s s .

Un l ike these two aux i l ia r ies , the Women’s Mis-
sionary Society of the AELC did not change its name,
but did broaden its scope to include the general work
of the Church. Though smal l in s ize, the Lutheran
Gu i l d has a lways been agenera l o rgan iza t i on . A l l
four organizations are official auxil iaries of their re¬
spective church bodies.

Further conversat ion concerning convent ions re¬
sulted in afew interesting statistics- Only the ULCW
meets in convention by itself, this triennially. ALCW
meets biennially in conjunction with its Augustana
Lutheran Church. Annually the other two organiza¬
t i o n s m e e t a t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e c h u r c h c o n v e n t i o n s
a r e h e l d . T h i s f a c t o r i n c r e a s e s t h e n u m b e r o f w o m e n
delegates at tending the church convent ion.

The subject of education resulted in astimulating
period of exchange. After stating that the WMS does
not publish its own educational programs. Miss Stock¬
holm expressed interest in using the materials of other
auxiliaries. Mrs. Mackey stated that some ULCW
topics have been used, but as ageneral rule the con¬
ferences take turns in preparing study topics.

The two organizations with only one difference
i*n letter, ALCW and ULCW, have already been
cooperating in the educational sphere, planning
specifications, and sharing topics and program
booklets. Most exciting conversation piece is
the projection of abook on Africa, showing how
all Lutherans are cooperating on that continent.

The magazine was discussed as another ave¬
nue for sharing authors, articles and ideas. Al¬
though the Lutheran Guild and WMS do not pub¬
lish amagazine, they have aregular page in the
official church paper- ALCW, looking upon its
magazine as one of its strongest arms and search¬
ing for anew name, has raised its subscription
price to $2.

In a jet-propel led v iew of her recent tour of
Augustana mission fields. Miss Stark sparked the
conversation with such words as “joining hands,”
“magnificent job,” “significant cooperat ion,” “Lu¬
theran World Federation.” Then, as naturally as
women tu rn to conversa t ion , the conversa t ion
t u r n e d - t o t h e w o r k o f t h e LW C C a n d t h e e x c e l ¬
lent work done by the Lutheran Women’s Co¬
ordinating Committee in bringing overseas women
to the Lutheran World Assembly and sharing in
Post-Assembly meetings. When each member

Lutheran Women Engage in
Merger Conversations

Mrs. Carl W. Fagerl in, Reporter
In these fruitful days of exchange and interchange

concerning merger among four Lutheran Church
bodies, no agenda would seem quite complete without
some conversation on the subject. Acting as moderator
for amost interesting afternoon on “Conversation
among Lutheran Women” was Mrs. John B. Moose,
ULCW president .

Representing the newly named and unified Augus¬
tana Lutheran Church Women were its president, Mrs.
Bernard Spong, and executive director. Miss Evelyn
Stark. Two other presidents represented their organ¬
izations: Mrs. Bert Mackey, the Lutheran Guild of the
Suomi Synod; and Miss Emilie Stockholm, the Women’s
Mission Society of the American Evangelical Lutheran
Church. Adding the local color so necessary for blend
or contrast was Miss Nona Diehl , ULCW execut ive
s e c r e t a r y.

In introducing the panel, Mrs. Moose set the stage
for the easy conversat ional pat tern by suggest ing,
“We have come together to learn something about

Logically, an exchange of name ande a c h o t h e r - ’
purpose followed.

Just as three years ago Women’s Missionary Society
of the ULCA changed its named but not its purpose.

(From left to right) Mrs. Bernard Spong, president, Women’s
Miss ionary Soc ie ty, Augustana Luth . Church ; Miss Emi l ie
Stockholm, pres ident , W'omen’s Miss ion Soc ie ty, Am. Ev.
Luth. Church; Mrs. John B. Moose, president, ULCW; Mrs.
Bert Mackey, president, Lutheran Guild, Suomi Synod; Miss
Nona M. Diehl, executive secretary, ULCW, United Lutheran
Church; Miss Evelyn A. Stark, executive secretary. Women’s
Missionary Society, Augustana Lutheran Church.
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of the conversation was asked to express her desire
for closer cooperation in the future, the suggestions
i n c l u d e d s u p p l e m e n t a r y b o o k s o n m i s s i o n s t u d y
themes descr ibing Lutheran work, learning to know
one another through our respective periodicals, Bible
camps and local retreats.

The ent i re conversat ion ended on ahappy note
reminiscent of ahappy tune, “Getting to know you,
gett ing to know al l about you, gett ing to l ike you,
hoping that you like meT

— F r o m t h e U L C W C o n v e n t i o n B u l l e t i n .
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briefly afew other features. Outstanding among these
was Dr. Frankl in Clark Fry, president of ULCA and
LWF who invited the women to submit written ques¬
tions to him. He had received 75 questions which he
termed “honest and illuminating.” Roughly classified,
these questions included the subjects of merger, sy¬
nodical autonomy, commercialism, mission work, racial
integration and others. Adding sparkling humor and
terse witt icisms to his “honest and i l luminating” re¬
plies, Dr. Fry provided an interesting program to an
alert and responsive audience.

Anniversary Night was observed Saturday evening
with adramatic presentat ion salut ing the 40th anni¬
versary of the general organization of ULCW, the 50th
anniversary of the ULCW of Canada, and the 50th
anniversary of “Lutheran Women’s Work.” Miss Nona
M. Kiehl, executive secretary of ULCW, then spoke
of the future of ULCW, after which she was honored
by her co-workers for her 31 years of devoted service.
Miss’Diehl retires in May 1959.

Sunday, September 28, was afestive day during
which we worshipped together in song, prayer and
scripture. Using Matthew 13:44 as his text, Dr. Ed¬
mund Steimle, noted radio preacher and professor of
homiletics at Philadelphia Seminary, delivered apene¬
trating sermon on “Jesus, Priceless Treasure,” remind¬
ing us that in our zealous missionary efforts we should
not forget the “personal, individual value of the King¬
d o m . ” B e a u t i f u l w e a t h e r e n h a n c e d t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f
the afternoon, which brought us to Casa Loma for a
recep t ion honor ing the 26 m iss iona r ies who were
guests of the ULCW convention. Casa Loma is the
replica of an 18th century castle erected for aresidence
by Sir Henry Pallet. It is now atourist attraction,
the proceeds from which are used for under-privileged
c h i l d r e n .

Convened in Concert Hall for the Sunday evening
program, the assembly of approximately 1,700 women
was again challenged to action as the service of the
Lutheran World Federation was highlighted by its
president. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, who was preceded
to the platform by flag bearers carrying in the flags
of 10 nations, and followed by lovely young overseas
s t u d e n t s w h o w i l l s o o n r e t u r n t o t h e i r n a t i v e l a n d s a s
m iss iona r ies o f ULCW. Dr. F ry ’s add ress was h i s
response to his opening question: “Is there justifica¬
tion for aLWF?” Reviewing i ts areas of service the
dynamic president of LWF pointed out the need for
such an organization, which is bringing the Gospel
t o t h e f a r c o r n e r s o f t h e e a r t h .

Dr, Waltraud Seeber, active in the Hilfswerk pro¬
gram in the East Zone of Germany, presently travel¬
ing in America observing the cooperative work of Lu¬
theran men and women, spoke of her work with the
refugees as it is sponsored by the organization she
serves. Other observations and impressions might be
ment ioned here, especial ly as they re late to future
merger plans in respect to the participation of WMS in
the new women’s auxiliary which is planned for the
new church, but Iwill for the present conclude with
the comment that as these plans progress our WMS
members must determine to participate actively, so
they can contribute as well as receive in this great
a d v e n t u r e o f L u t h e r a n u n i t y. E m i l i e S t o c k h o l m .

O b s e r v a t i o n s o n t h e U L C W C o n v e n t i o n
Around the majestic theme, “His Wondrous Love

Proclaim,” nearly 1,700 women convened at the Royal
York Hotel, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, September 26
t o 3 0 f o r t h e t r i e n n i u m c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e U n i t e d
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ' W o m e n o f t h e U L C A . T o b e a

guest representing WMS, and to some degree aspec¬
tator, a t th is insp i r ing, in format ive and s t imulat ing
convention was areal pr ivi lege. Outstanding leader¬
ship, contagious enthusiasm, aspirit of cordial fellow¬
ship, devotion to purpose and talented speakers were
in evidence. as each session progressed.

The formal opening of the convention on Friday
morning was preceded by asilent meditation, which
was concluded as the many hundreds of voices sang
the theme hymn, “Hasten, Lord, the Glorious Time,”
and then joined in the Convention Prayer.

Mrs. John B. Moose, president, responded to greet¬
ings of welcome from His Honour, Lieutenant Gover¬
nor J. Keil ler Mackey of Ontario, Canada, the Rev.
Albert G. Jacobi, President, Canada Synod; and Mrs.
A. W- Lots, president, ULCW of the Canada Synod.

Mrs. Moose delivered achallenging address re¬
viewing growth and progress through the 40 years
the ULCW has proclaimed “His Wondrous Love”
through the missionary endeavors of its membership
and urging continued growth to utilize the vast po¬
tential of women who are not yet enlisted as members.

Fo l low ing aper iod o f rou t ine bus iness the con¬
vention was led in devotions by Miss G. Inez Seagle,
professor of religious education and sociology of Lenoir
Rhyne Co l lege , who expounded God “As aFa ther ”
in her first of four devotional messages on the con¬
vent ion theme, “His Wondrous Love Procla im.” Her
messages were soul stirring and inspiring as each
noon she presented in succession the following topics:
“Unbounded,” “In Deed and Truth,” and “Love on
t h e R u n . ”

The subject of merger, ever prominent among Lu¬
therans of today, was featured in the Friday afternoon
session as apanel of six women, representing the
women of our four merg ing bodies, d iscussed and
compared their respective women’s organizations. A
review of this discussion, which Iam sure is of great
in te res t to WMS members , appears in fu l l on our
page, reprinted from the convention bulletin of ULCW
and reported by Mrs. Carl W. Fagerlin. Being a
participant on the panel, Iprefer to have alistener
present her observations on these conversations.

To relate in detail the proceedings of the convention
is prohibited by lack of space, but Iwill mention
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helped Lot when he was in t rouble;
w a s u r g e d t o l o o k u p a n d e v e n c o u n t
the s tars ; was ent rus ted w i th the great¬
e s t p r o m i s e y e t g i v e n t o a n y m a n : “ I n
h i m a l l n a t i o n s o f t h e e a r t h s h o u l d b e
b lessed ' . ” N ine t imes God appeared
u n t o A b r a h a m , a n d h e i s t h e f a t h e r
of all believers. The story of Abraham
is like adeep, deep gold mine.

Joseph is the pioneer of dreamland.
I t i s s a i d t h a t h i s d r e a m s l e d h i m i n t o
a m i n i s t r y o f b r e a d f o r a l l n a t i o n s .
“ T h e w o r l d ’ s g r e a t e s t s t o r y c e n t e r s
a b o u t t h e w o r l d ’ s g r e a t e s t d r e a m e r .
Forever this will be the story for young
m e n a n d y o u n g w o m e n , f o r i t h a s i n
it all the elements of life’s great story
—ambitions, dreams, hope, love, soi'-
row, envy, hate, temptation, lust, ven¬
g e a n c e , s u f f e r i n g , s i n a n d c o n ¬
q u e s t . ” W h e n e v e r I r e a d t h a t s t o r y
t h e r e a r e t w o l i n e s f r o m a c e r t a i n
p o e m t h a t c o m e t o m y m i n d . “ T h e
dreams o f you th thou re ta in , i t w i l l
h e l p t h e e t o b r e a k t h e c h a i n . ” I d o n ’ t
forget God, as Ihear h im say: “How
s h a l l I d o t h i s g r e a t e v i l a n d s i n
a g a i n s t G o d ? ”

M o s e s h a s b e e n c a l l e d T h e M a n o f
T h r e e M o u n t a i n s . O n t h e m o u n t a i n
of intercession he pleaded wi th God
for people. The mounta in of revela¬
tion refers to the law, the Command¬
ments . The mounta in o f d isappo in t¬
ment Iwould change to the mountain
o f G r a n d V i e w, f o r w h e n e v e r I r e a d
the 34th chapter of Deuteronomy Isee
him standing on Pisgah which is oppo¬
site Jericho, and here is what Ihear:
“ A n d t h e L o r d s h o w e d h i m a l l t h e

land, Gilead as far as Dan, all Neph’tali,
the land o f E ’phra im and Mans ’seh,
a l l t h e l a n d o f J u d a h a s f a r a s t h e
Western Sea, the Negeb'and the Plain,
that is the valley of Jericho, the city
o f p a l m t r e e s , a s f a r a s Z o ’ a r . ” A n d
L o r d . s a i d t o h i m , " T h i s i s t i i e i a n d
of wllioh I.swore to Abraham, to Isaac
a n d t o J a c o b I w i l l g i v e t o y o u r
d e s c e n d a n t s . 1 l i a v e l e t y o u s e e i t w i t h
your eyes, but you shall not go over
t h e r e . ” S o M o s e s , t h e s e r v a n t o f t h e
L o r d , d i e d t h e r e i n t h e l a n d o f M o a b
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e w o r d o f t h e L o r d .
And He bu r ied h im in the va l l ey o f
the land of Moab opposite Beth pe’or
bu t no man knows the p lace o f h is
burial to this day. Ihave of late read
Paul Hoffman’s books: “Den evige Ild”
( t he e te rna l fi re ) , “Den b raendende
tornebusk” (The burning bush), and
these are some of the greatest books
in Danish concerning Moses.

David is the pioneer of Psalm writ¬
i n g . T h e p s a l m s c o n t a i n a l l t h e d i f ¬
ferent feel ings that can pass through
ahuman heart . They a lso port ray the
g l o r y o f G o d i n N a t u r e , s o r r o w f o r
sin, and point to the coming Messiah.
Much more could be said about pio¬
n e e r s o f R e l i g i o n a n d t h e r e i s a c o n ¬
n e c t i o n w i t h w h a t I c a l l p i o n e e r s o f
M i s s i o n fi e l d s . T h e b a c k g r o u n d i s
the great commiss ion by Jesus: “Go
therefore and make disciples of all na¬
t i o n s .

Pau l i s the greates t example o f a
M i s s i o n - m i n d e d m a n . A n d r e a s B a r d

The Pioneers
Y U L E

P. R a s m u s s e n
I r e a d a c e r t a i n p o e m a b o u t a p i o ¬

n e e r o f t h e p r a i r i e a n d w o u l d l i k e t o
ca l l a t tent ion to the firs t and las t verse:

He hung his shirt on afencepost, and
h e t o o k t h e l i n e s i n h i s h a n d .

W i t h h i s e y e s o n t h e f a r U i o r i z o n
he started to plow the land.

A n d t h e s u n b e a t d o w n o n h i s s h o u l ¬

ders, and oxen lazed in the heat.
But he joyed in the job he was doing,

a n d t h e f u r r o w u n d e r h i s f e e t .
H e w h i s t l e d a t u n e a t s u n r i s e a s h e

s t r o d e f r o m h i s s h a n t y d o o r —
And he whispered aprayer in the eve¬

ning as he threw his boots on the
fl o o r .

Then he slept and he dreamed of the
f u t u r e a s t h e m o o n r o s e f u l l a n d
c l e a r.

A n d t h e L o r d s e n t d o w n H i s b l e s s i n g
on the home of the pioneer.

F o r h e l i v e d t h r o u g h a g r a n d a d v e n t u r e
that we’ l l few of us know again.

A n d h i s l i f e h a s b e e n c a r v e d b y t h a t
ploughshare on the face of the west¬
ern p la in

And although the name may be miss¬
ing to those who can read the line

It’s astory of strength and of striving,
i t ’ s a t a l e t h a t i s t r u e a n d fi n e .

F o r i t t e l l s o f t h e w i d e h o r i z o n s , o f
d i s t a n c e s v a s t a n d b l u e . . .

I t t e l l s o f t h e o l d h o m e s t e a d e r , a n d
' t h e j o b t h a t h e h a d t o d o .
I t t e l l s o f h i s t r a i l s a n d t r i u m p h . . .

and now as the end appears
Y o n d e r h e s t a n d s a t t h e s u n s e t . . .

t h e l a s t o f t h e P i o n e e r s .

A s I r e a d t h i s p o e m I s a i d t o m y ¬
self: t h e r e a r e o t h e r p i o n e e r s l o o ,
sucli as pioneers of Religion, Mission
F i e l d s a n d . S c i e n c e . We b e g i n w i t h t h e
m a n n a m e d N o a h . H e i s t h e o b e d i e n t
m a n . A n d t h a t c o u n t s i n t h e r e l a t i o n ¬
sh ip to God. I t i s s ta ted more than
o n c e : “ N o a h d i d t h i s ; h e d i d a l l t h a t
G o d c o m m a n d e d h i m . ” T h e r e ’ s n o
question but that he would be mocked
many times when preparing and build¬
i n g t h e A r k , b u t h e k e p t o n a n d fi n ¬
i s h e d t h e j o b e n t r u s t e d t o h i m . A f t e r
t h e fl o o d h e b u i l t a n a l t a r t o G o d a n d
w a s r e w a r d e d w i t h t h e b e a u t i f u l s e a l :
t h e r a i n b o w i n t h e h e a v e n s . I t ’ s a
l o n g s t o r y t h e B i b l e t e l l s u s a b o u t t h e
man and his work; Ihave just pointed
o u t w h a t w a s t h e k e y n o t e i n t h e
s t o r y .

N e x t w e h a v e t h e s t o r y o f A b r a h a m .
T h r e e t h i n g s a r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f o r

h im. L ike Noah, he was obedient —
h e l e f t h i s c o u n t r y, h i s p e o p l e , h i s
f a t h e r ’ s l i o u s e , a s i s s t a t e d i n t h r e e
w o r d s — “ s o A b r a h a m d e p a r t e d ” —
b u t i n h i s o b e d i e n c e h e m e t a h a r d e r
test than Noah when told, “Take now
thy son and sacr ifice h im as aburn t
o f f e r i ng . ” He was an unse l fish man
w i l l i n g t o l e t L o t c h o o s e fi r s t w h a t
part of the land he wanted; he inter¬
ceded prayer for Sodom and Gomorrah,

A g a i n t h i s y e a r t h e Yo u t h F e l ¬
lowsh ip o f our Synod p resen ts
o u r C h r i s t m a s m a g a z i n e f o r
added Christmas enjoyment.

Just afew days ago the invi¬
tations to order your YULE were
sent ou t to pas tors and young
peop le ’s g roups . We hope you
will send in your orders at once
that we may know approximately
how many to print.

Most of the copy and pictures
are at the pu'olishing house, so
we should be in aposition to get
YULE to you in plenty good
time. And may Isay that we do
have some very interesting stor¬
ies, pictures and articles that you
can’ t he lp but enjoy.

Sincerely,
Harris A. Jespersen, Editor.

P. S . O r d e r s a r e t o b e s e n t t o :

M r s . P a u l G a n t r i i s

7 2 3 8 W e n t w o r t h A v e n u e

Minneapol is 23, Minnesota

h a s i n h i s b o o k “ T h e Tr a i l o f t h e C o v ¬
e r e d W a g o n ” g i v e n u s a fi n e d e fi n i t i o n
o f Pau l . I quo te the fo l l ow ing : “Pau l
knew that preaching was not sufficient
i n t h o s e d a y s o f d o u b t a n d d a r k n e s s
T h e e x a m p l e o f n o b l e l i v e s a n d f e a r ¬
less deaths was needed. Thus he pre¬
pares himself for the last great sacri¬
fice. He stays wi th the Chr is t ians in
all their trials. He submits to being
cast in to pr ison. Wi th chains on h is
w r i s t s h o s t a n d s I i o f o r o t l i o R o m a n
g o v e r n o i ' a n d o x c l a l m . s : I w o u l d l o
God t i ia t not on ly thou, but a lso a l l
dial lioar mo Uils day, wore altogether
such as Iam, except these bonds.
T h a t P a u l h a d a c l e a r v i s i o n o f t h i s
l as t g rea t m iss ion appears f rom h is
words (2 Tim. 4,6) “I am now ready
to be offered and the time of my de¬
parture is at hand.” Apioneer for
the progress of the kingdom, he bows
to the executioner and ascends to his
Maker. This was the supreme sac¬
r i fi c e .

I f w e t h i n k a b o u t M i s s i o n a r i e s i n
Canada we have many names to men¬
tion. Brebeuf we see standing as a
martyr, as the Hurons cut strips of
fl e s h f r o m h i s l i m b s a n d d e v o u r t h e m
before his eyes. And what did he say?
“We are made aspectacle to the world,
t o A n g e l s a n d t o m e n .

We shall not forget Hans Egede,
Bprresen and many others.

To begin with Imentioned the pio¬
n e e r s o f s c i e n c e . I k n o w t h e n a m e s
of many men and something of what
they have done, but must confess that
i n t h i s w o n d e r f u l w o r l d I a m n o t a t
home so wil l leave that to other able
m e n .

M

f t

n

t f

P. R a s m u s s e n .
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t i m e t o s i n g o u r s e c o n d
h y m n . P a s t o r N u s s e l t h e n
d e d i c a t e d t h e s e g i f t s t o t h e
g l o r y o f G o d a n d t o t h e e n ¬
hancement o f the worsh ip .
T h e o l d h y m n a l s w e r e t h e n
g a t h e r e d a n d p l a c e d i n t h e
n a r t h e x a n d t h e n e w w e r e

distributed to the congrega¬
t i o n .

I t s e e m e d m o s t a p p r o p r i a t e
t h a t G r u n d t v i g ’ s fi n e h y m n ,
“ B u i l t O n T h e R o c k T h e
C h u r c h D o t h S t a n d , ’ ’ w a s t o
b e t h e fi r s t s u n g f r o m t h e
n e w h y m n a l . M o r e t h a n 2 0 0
peop le then s tood up , and
the church rang wi th these
m a j e s t i c w o r d s . T h e c o n g r e ¬
gation is still using the order
o f s e r v i c e a d o p t e d s o m e
y e a r s a g o , b u t w i l l s o o n b e
a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e o r d e r i n
t h e n e w s e r v i c e b o o k , w h i c h
i s a l s o r e c o m m e n d e d b y o u r

s y n o d , a n d w i l l e n d e a v o r t o l e a r n
t o a p p r e c i a t e i t .

Q^uind 'Vieiu
QoUzk̂

A s I w a l k e d f r o m G r a n d V i e w ’ s
modernistic science building, I
dered what Iwas going to write for
m y a r t i c l e i n t h e L U T H E R A N T I D ¬
INGS. Iwas sti l l thinking about it
wlien Ihappened to see our president.
Dr. Ernest D. Nielsen, talking with a
student under one of the big oak trees
o n c a m p u s .

“ I m u s t r e m e m b e r t o t e l l a l l t h e
L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S r e a d e r s h o w
proud we of Grand View are to have
our col lege president e lected as the
president of the Council of North Cen¬
tral Junior Colleges,’’ Isaid to myself.

Icontinued on my way past the
girls’ dormitory, but Istopped as Isaw
typical “Eric College,” with apile of
red and white covered books balanced
precariously in his arms, emerge from
the heavy double doors of “Old Main.”
He was just about to move from the
steps to the s idewalk when ab londe
head attached to abody clad in ber-
muda shorts and pedaling abicycle
flew past his nose.

“I rented it from alittle boy for an
hour,” the happy breathless explana¬
tion rang through the crisp early eve-

^ n i n g a i r .
Poor Eric! Ihad to laugh at the be¬

wi ldered expression on h is face. He
has so much to think about anyway.
Basketball practice is beginning, Eric
is aguard; the fall play practice is
start ing, Er ic has apart ; and the fa l l
fo rmal is coming up, Er ic is on the
decorat ion commit tee. He has to
member to go to folk dancing practice,
he has to remember to begin memo¬
rizing his music for choir presentation,
and he has to remember to write his
stories for the school newspaper,
GRAND VIEWS. Eric’s main worry,
however, is “How will Iever get all
of my homework done —or have time
fo r acup o f co f fee i n Va lha l l a —fo r
h e a v e n s s a k e ! ”

I l e f t E r i c s t a n d i n g o n t h e f r o n t
steps to hurry over to the college
l i b r a r y. “ M a y b e , i f I a m s u r r o u n d e d
by books and quietness, Iwill be able
t o g e t m y a r t i c l e w r i t t e n f o r t h e L U ¬
T H E R A N T I D I N G S .

“Hey, V. ,
the door of the gymnasium,
you going out for cheerleading?” I
m o v e d c l o s e r. I t w a s t y p i c a l “ E l s a
College” who had called me. Elsa was
sewing costumes for the fall play cast;
she was on one of the girl’s intramural
volleyball teams and she was working
on the VIKING, the school yearbook.
Now here she was going out for cheer-
leading. Ijust had to go over and talk
w i t h h e r .

Several hours and four cheerful talk¬
ative friends later, Isauntered into the
library. “College is certainly awonder¬
ful place!” Ismiled to myself.

w o n -

New Hymnals in Use in
Salinas, California

Our Hymnal for Church and Home
has served us well these many years and
this was foremost on the minds of most
of the members of St. Ansgar’s
we sang our opening hymn from them,
“As Wide As The Skies Is Thy Mercy,
OLord,” Sunday morning, November
2. One hundred of the new Lutheran
S e r v i c e B o o k a n d H y m n a l s
s tacked in the f ron t o f the nave in
the form of alarge cross until it came

T o r a i s e f u n d s f o r t h e s e n e w

hymna ls , each fami l y was asked to
c o n t r i b u t e $ 4 w h i c h w o u l d m a k e i t
possible lor one hymnal to be placed
i n t h e c h u r c h . O l e ' a n d L a u r a B e c k
s p o n s o r e d a f r e e s a l m o n d i n n e r a s a
kick-off, and to this date we have pur¬
c h a s e d 11 6 h y m n a l s . W e h o p e t o h a v e
1 5 0 b y t h e t i m e w e m o v e i n t o o u r n e w
c h u r c h . O n e p e r s o n p u r c h a s e d t w e l v e
h y m n a l s .

a s

w e r e

— C o n t r i b u t e d .

ber ing our Golden Wedding Day. We
had awonde r fu l day, su r rounded by
f r i e n d s f r o m f a r a n d n e a r . T h a n k s f o r
g ree t ings , flowers and g i f t s . Thanks
to the many who came from far away
t o s h a r e w i t h u s t h i s f e s t i v e d a y.
Theresa and Hakon Jorgensen.”

Ringsted, Iowa. The team of Danish
Gymnasts, currently touring the na¬
t i o n , v i s i t e d h e r e l a s t w e e k , w i t h
members of the congregat ion helping
to house the young men and women.
.. .The church roof was replaced here
recently, at acost of over $700, more
than hall of which has already been
collected. Anew sacristy has also been
b u i l t .

Los Ange les , Ca l i f o rn ia . Abou t 80
persons participated in a$5-a-plate din¬
ner held here last week, sponsored by
the Committee working on relocation
plans for Emanuel Church. Speaker
was the Vice President of the UELC,
Pastor Joseph Girtz, whose congrega¬
tion in Los Angeles has recently gone
thi’ough the relocation process. The
annual bazaar here earned about $1,000
l a s t m o n t h .

Trinity, Chicago. The women of the
church here this year abandoned the
a n n u a l F a l l S a l e i d e a i n f a v o r o f a
Fal l Fest ival Dinner. Members of the
congregation were mailed envelopes in
which to bring agenerous cash dona¬
t i on t o rep lace t he l oss o f r evenue
usually received from the Fall Sale, or
b a z a a r .

O V R C H U R C H

Whi te , Sou th Dako ta . The Lad ies ’
Aid has been active here lately, pay¬
ing for the reshingl ing of the church
r o o f . T h e y h a v e a l s o m a d e c u r t a i n s
f o r t h e S u n d a y S c h o o l s o t h a t e a c h
c l a s s m a y h a v e a p r i v a t e m e e t i n g
space. The ladies also are paying for
a l i t t le l ib rary fo r the Sunday School
t e a c h e r s a n d p u p i l s .

Salinas, California. Afew weeks ago,
the congregation here broke ground
for the new parsonage now under con¬
s t r u c t i o n . T h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e n e w
church is nearing completion, and dedi¬
cation of the church will take place
D e c e m b e r 1 4 . M e a n w h i l e , t h e n e w
“Service Book and Hymnal” has been
put in use , and Pas tor Pau l Nuss le
w r i t e s t h a t t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n h a s a
number of copies of the old “Hymnal
F o r C h u r c h a n d H o m e ” a v a i l a b l e f o r
congregations who might want to pur¬
c h a s e t h e m .

E m u n c l a w , W a s h i n g t o n . P a s t o r
Svend Holm, retired, has been honored
by hav ing apoem o f h is inc luded in
an Anthology of Washington state
p o e t s . T h e p o e m i s e n t i t l e d “ T h e
S n a k e . ”

Newell, Iowa. Pastor Hakon Jorgen¬
sen, ret ired, writes: “Through LU-
T P I E R A N T I D I N G S w e s e n d
friends our sincere thanks for remem-

r e -

I t o l d m y s e l f ,
s o m e o n e c a l l e d m e f r o m

A r e n ’ t

o u r

— V .
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Lutheran News from Around the World
T H E P A V I L I O N

The future of the Protestant Pavilion
at the Brussels Universal Exposition
is at stake. The U. S. Section of the
C o n t i n u i n g
C o m m i t t e e i s l a u n c h i n g a d r i v e f o r
funds in the United States to help keep
the Protestant Pav i l ion at the Brus¬
sels World’s fa ir apermanent Protes¬
tant Center in Belgium. The commit¬
tee under the co-chairmanship of Mrs.
Theodore Wedel, immediate past-presi¬
den t o f t he Un i t ed Chu rch Women ,
and Mr. Charles C. Parlin, New York
lawyer and prominent Methodist lay¬
man, has set agoal of $90,000 to help
Belgians make possible the originally
announced aim to re-erect the building
in modified form as apermanent center
for worship and ecumenical activities
under the auspices and ownership of
the Belgian Protestant Federation.
(There are only 75,000 Protestants in
Belgium out of apopulat ion of
8,500,000.)

The $90,000 goal includes $10,000
to cover the amount in which the U. S.
f u n d d r i v e f o r t h e e r e c t i o n o f t h e
Pav i l ion a t the Fa i r fe l l shor t o f i ts

The c los ing o f t he Expos i t i on

l a t i o n s w i t h t h e W o i ' l d C o u n c i l o f
Churches, (2) discussions with the Lu¬
theran Church-Missour i Synod about
the latter ’s obligations to membership
in the LWF, and (3) astudy that is
under way of the nature of the federa¬
tion, from such standpoints as theology
a n d c h u r c h h i s t o r y .

DR. FRY STRESSES BALANCE
B E T W E E N T R U T H A N D U N I T Y

Strasbourg, France —(LWF) —
Truth and unity are “twin imperatives’’
that call for equal measures of loyalty

present-day inter-Christian relations.
Dr. F rank l i n C la rk F ry o f New York
to l d t he Lu the ran Wor l d Fede ra t i on
Executive Committee in his presiden¬
tial message at its annual meeting
here, October 27-30.

T h e h e a d o f t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n
Church in America said Lutherans re¬
ject the view that faith should be
“ d i l u t e d ” a n d “ d i s t i n c t i v e d o c t r i n e s
soft-pedaled, so as not to interfere with,
or infringe upon, the sense of the unity
o f t h e C h u r c h . ”

On the other hand, he added, “it is
o f ten abeset t ing s in for some of us
to put the accent so exclusively on
truth and not on unity at all, that we
equally distort the proper balance be¬
tween these two impera t i ves o f the
C h r i s t i a n l i f e . ”

I n t h e t o t a l e c u m e n i c a l m o v e m e n t .
Dr. Fry said, the justification for the
existence of aconfessional organiza¬
t i o n l i k e t h e LW F l i e s i n i t s e f f o r t t o
ma in ta in “ t he p rope r re la t i onsh ip o f
t h e t w i n i m p e r a t i v e s o f t r u t h a n d
u n i t y . ”

The federation leader expressed the
v i e w t h a t w h e n t h e f e d e r a t i o n w a s
founded i n 1947 , “we d id no t t h i nk
through all of the implications of what
we were doing.”

“ T h e r e w a s a h o l y i m p e t u o u s n e s s
a b o u t t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e L u ¬
t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n v e r y s o o n
a f t e r t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e t e r r i b l e
war that separated our peoples, ” he
s a i d .

However, he stressed that “we can¬
n o t a l l o w t h i s s i t u a t i o n t o c o n t i n u e
indefini te ly. I t is necessary for us to
be in t rospect ive and reflect ive about
t h e c h a r a c t e r o f w h a t w e a r e a b o u t i n
t h e f e d e r a t i o n . ”

Dr. Fry noted that, especially during
the Reformation season in the last days ,
of October, Lutherans “look back with
profound thankfulness for the leading
wh ich God gave to ou r f a the rs 400
years ago.”

However, “religion has the bad habit
of locating God in the past rather than
in t he p resen t , ” he sa id . “The LWF
m u s t n o t b e a l l o w e d t o b e c o m e a n i n ¬
s t i t u t i ona l i z i ng o f t ha t weakness o r
the human spi r i t . ”

He urged that “our inte l lectual and
spiritual task (in the LWF) is to yield
to the two imperatives of God an equal
allegiance with equal fervor, in balance
of mind and dedication of spir i t .”

A l t h o u g h t h e LW F h e a d m a d e n o
direct reference to them, several signi¬
fi c a n t m a t t e r s o n t h e c o m m i t t e e ’ s
agenda were foreshadowed in his mes¬
sage. They had to do with (1) current
questions involving the federation’s re-

I n t e r n a t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n

i n

L W F 4 T H A S S E M B L Y S E T
F O R 1 9 6 3 I N H E L S I N K I

S t r a s b o u r g , F r a n c e
The next general Assembly of the
L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n w i l l b e
h e l d i n t h e s u m m e r o f 1 9 6 3 a t H e l ¬
sinki, Finland, the federation’s Execu¬
tive Committee decided here Oct. 30.

Acting on arecommendation of the
LWF officers, the committee accepted
a n i n v i t a t i o n f r o m t h e F i n n i s h E v a n ¬
gelical Lutheran Church and agreed
t h a t 1 9 6 3 w o u l d b e b e t t e r t h a n t h e
originally planned time, the summer
of 1962. The officers had pointed out
that the next assembly of the World
Council of Churches is scheduled for
Ceylon in the New Year period of
1 9 6 1 - 6 2 .

“ I t s e e m s u n w i s e t o h a v e a w o r l d
assembly in the Orient in 1961-62 and
eight months later to have a.world
a s s e m b l y o f t h e LW F i n n o r t h e r n
Europe,” the officers advised.

The F inn ish Church ’s o ffic ia l inv i¬
tation was extended following consul¬
ta t ions be tween i t and the Lu theran
Church of Norway. Last year, both
N o r w e g i a n a n d F i n n i s h r e p r e s e n t a ¬
t i v e s i n f o r m e d t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m ¬
mi t tee unoffic ia l l y tha t the i r respec¬
t i ve Chu rches we re cons ide r i ng i n¬
viting the LWF to hold its next As¬
sembly in the i r coun t ry.

The Assembly w i l l be the federa¬
t i o n ’ s f o u r t h . P r e v i o u s o n e s w e r e
held in Lund, Sweden (1947), Hann¬
over, Germany (1952), and Minne¬
apolis, USA (1957).

In ano ther dec is ion here , the Ex¬
e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e a u t h o r i z e d t h e
LWF Commiss i on on I nne r M i ss i ons
to arrange asecond World Lutheran
Confe rence on Soc ia l Respons ib i l i t y
i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e n e x t A s s e m b l y.
T h e c o m m i s s i o n s a i d t h e c o n f e r e n c e
would l ike ly be in Sweden, Germany
o r D e n m a r k . T h e fi r s t s u c h g a t h e r ¬
ing took place in Springfield, Ohio
(USA), in August 1957, in connection
wi th the Minneapo l is Assembly.

T h e i n n e r m i s s i o n s c o m m i s s i o n i n ¬
f o r m e d t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e t h a t ,
in preparation for the second confer¬
ence, i t intended to c i rculate aques¬
t i o n n a i r e a m o n g L W F m e m b e r
Churches to obta in the i r suggest ions
fo r deve lop ing the sub- themes “Man
as aSoc ia l Be ing ” and ‘ ‘ Jus t i fica t i on
a n d S e r v i c e . ” T h e m a i n t h e m e h a s
been tentatively phrased as “Our Sav¬
ing and Serving Faith.”

( L W F )

a i m .

brings to the attention of the Prot¬
estant world the immediacy of act ion
necessary to conserve the beautiful,
func t iona l pav i l i on wh ich d rew aha l f
million persons through its doors. The
site must be cleared by December 1.

P a s t o r P i e t e r F a g e l , p a s t o r o f a
Flemish speaking church in Brussels
under whose inspi r ing leadership the
Pro tes tan t Pav i l i on became a rea l i t y,
and Deputy Commissioner of the Pa¬
vilion, wil l arrive in the United States
on November 7 . Du r i ng h i s t en -day
stay he will visit Cleveland, Dallas,
New Yo rk , and Wash ing ton and w i l l
speak in behalf of the preservation of
the Pav i l i on as apermanen t P ro tes¬
t a n t - c e n t e r i n B e l g i u m .

T h e p r o g r a m e n v i s i o n e d f o r t h e
P r o t e s t a n t C e n t e r i n c l u d e s t h e u s e o f
the Center for regular worship serv¬
ices throughout the year by Pro tes¬
tant congregations and their activities
during the week; use of the building
from April to September by ecumeni¬
cal groups from abroad and/or as a
Tra in i ng Cen te r f o r Be lg i an P ro tes¬
tant congregat ions in the ecumenical
m o v e m e n t a n d t h e i r c o n g r e g a t i o n a l
l ife; an annual Music Festival; atrain¬
ing and consultative center for mis¬
sionaries, especially from and to terri¬
t o r i e s w h e r e F r e n c h a n d D u t c h a r e
u n d e r s t o o d .

C o n t r i b u t i o n s m a y b e s e n t t o t h e
C o n t i n u i n g I n t e r n a t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n
C o m m i t t e e F o r a P e r m a n e n t C e n t e r
in Belgium —U. S. Section, P. O. Box
6263, Washington 15, D. C.

Checks should be made payable to
C O N T I N U I N G I N T E R N A T I O N A L
C H R I S T I A N C O M M I I T ’ E E .
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the negotiations with every vigor and
g e t i t o v e r w i t h .

I f w e d o n o t f o l l o w s u c h i n a l i e n a b l e

r ights procedure, we wi l l .again wit¬
ness the t ravesty o f more than fi f ty
years ago, but this time the split will
be within ourselves. The question ap¬
p e a r s t o m e t o b e : S h a l l w e a l l o w
o u r s e l v e s t o b e h e r d e d l i k e s t r a y
s h e e p ? O r s h a l l w e a s s e r t o u r i n a l i e n ¬
a b l e r i g h t s , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h L U ¬
THERAN TIDINGS’ own message.

Even in rel igion there must be fair
p l a y, n o t d o m i n a t i o n .

to deny her the personal t ime she needs
f r o m e v e r y m e m b e r , i s t o c o n f u s e
ra ther than to confirm the tes t imony
o f o b e d i e n c e .

T h e t r e m e n d o u s l y h i g h s t a n d a r d o f
living in which we are immersed makes
our spir i tual witness complicated and
difficult. One relgious leader has de¬
scribed our times by saying that the
l u x u r i e s o f o u r f a t h e r s h a v e b e c o m e
the necessit ies of their chi ldren; that
m o s t o f w h a t w e c a l l o u r “ n e e d s ”
a re on l y a t t a i ned des i res ; and tha t
sho r t i s t he d i s tance be tween need and
greed. Another has said recently that
Amer ica is so preoccupied wdth the
material rather than with the spiritual
t h i n g s i n l i f e t h a t f o r m o s t f a m i l i e s a
raise in salary merely enables it to
d i s p l a y i t s v u l g a r i t y o n a s o m e w h a t
larger sca le .

Perhaps this is too cynical. Never¬
theless acritical problem facing Ameri¬
can Christians today is that of witness¬
ing Christ from the context of relative
prosperity and in such away that
through their test imony the power of
t h e C r o s s i s c o m m u n i c a t e d .

How does all this relate to the future
o f Lu theran coopera t ion? More than
i t m i g h t a p p e a r . O u r t o t a l w i t n e s s
i s i nvo l ved . Jus t as ou r na t i on can
be deluded by believing its prosperity
to be asign of God’s approval and bless¬
ing and thus is apt to focus its energies
upon more prosperity rather than upon
i ts spir i tual needs, churches too can
misinterpret their share in this pros¬
perity of ahighly competitive society
realized in such things as budgets, staff
a n d b u i l d i n g s , a n d l o s e s i g h t o f a
priority of their witness —one Lord,
one Fa i t h , one Bap t i sm . S ince one
c a n n o t c o m e t o h i s C h r i s t w i t h o u t i n a
very real sense finding h is Chr is t ian
bro the r the re w i th whom Chr i s t has
united him, he must seek every proper
opportunity to hold his brother ’s hand
in wi tnessing to the wor ld. We need
each other and must be restless until
w e fi n d e a c h o t h e r i n C h r i s t . S u c h
cooperation as conscience permits, she
demands; it is atop-priority matter.

I p l e d g e t o y o u ( h a t t h e N L C w i l l
.sorvo In your bplialf toward this end,
eager for the moment when it may step
aside at the br ight dawn of the day
when God shall give us full Lutheran
un i t y.

Our “Inalienable Rights
May it be taken for granted that as

a m e m b e r o f o u r C h u r c h o n e i s p e r ¬
m i t t e d t h e p r i v i l e g e , f o r t h e s a k e o f
c lar i ty, to quote herewi th in i ts en¬
t i r e t y , t h e I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s s t a t e ¬
m e n t a s a p p e a r i n g u p o n t h e f r o n t
cover of LUTHERAN TIDINGS, issue
o f Sep tember 20 , 1958 : Quo te :

Why is the earth ajungle,--rav¬
a g e d b y w a r , h i d e o u s w i t h i n ¬
j u s t i c e s , s a t u r a t e d w i t h b r o t h e r -
b l o o d ? B e c a u s e m a n w i l l n o t a d m i t
h i s b r o t h e r h o o d , w i l l n o t l i v e a n d
let l ive, much less l ive and help
l i v e — S l o w l y — s o s l o w l y — h e
learns tha t the in ju ry o f one i s
the hurt of all, that injustice back¬
fires; that no man, no clan can be
happy and free alone. How blind
he i s no t t o see tha t i f we l i ve by
f e a r, a n d n o t b y f a i t h , l i f e e n d s i n
e n d l e s s f e u d , a n d t h a t T O D E N Y
T H E R I G H T S O F O T H E R S I S T O
L O S E O U R O W N :

May I then especia l ly dwel l upon the
s e n t e n c e a b o v e c a p i t a l i z e d . I n r e s p e c t
to the again contemplated MERGER,
C O N S O L I D A T I O N , U N I O N , J O I N I N G
TOGETHER, o r by wha teve r ph rase
applicable for listing us on the market
of t rade and barter, ( in spi te of the
fact that such project was turned down
by the 1956 Synodical Convent ion) I
w i l l aga in s ta te tha t i f such merger
is car r ied th rough , i t w i l l , as fa r as our
S y n o d i s c o n c e r n e d D I S I N T E G R A T E
US, UNLESS the p ropos i t ion i s ap¬
p r o a c h e d w i t h t h e a b o v e c a p i t a l i z e d
l i n e s e r i o u s l y i n o u r m i n d s .

It is contended by me and hundreds
of o ther lay members, that NO-ONE
c a n d e c i d e f o r m e , n o r c a s t a v o t e f o r
me in any Convention or anywhere for
that mater, in respect to so personal
amatter as my covenant with my God,
given to me at baptism as an infant
in a rms , and la te r as ayoung adu l t
c o n fi r m e d b y m e a t c o n fi r m a t i o n t i m e .
N o m a n - m a d e c o n s t i t u t i o n o f a n y
C h u r c h c a n d e n y m e t h e r i g h t t o c a s t
my personal yes or no in amatter of
m y s p i r i t u a l w e l f a r e , n o r f o r a n y i n ¬
d i v i d u a l m e m b e r o f o u r C h u r c l i . T o
I h o s e o f o u r l e a d e r s w h o s a y I h a t ; o u r
Const i tu t ion does not a l low aSynod-
Wide referendum upon the mai ler o f
m e r g e r , I s a y t h a t n o w h e r e i n o u r
Const i tut ion is such aprocedure pro¬
h i b i t e d .

I t is my point that , whether for or
against merger, asynod-wide referen¬
dum is the absolute and only fair and
judicial procedure in, such an impor¬
t a n t s t e p c o n c e r n i n g t h e r i g h t s o f
every individual member. Our lay mem¬
b e r s ( a s w e l l a s p a s t o r s ) m u s t b e
recogn ized th rough ind iv idua l ba l lo t .
A s a m a t t e r o f f a c t , I d i s p u t e t h e
au tho r i t y o f ou r Synod i ca l Boa rd to
even enter into any negotiations about
m e r g e r w i t h o u t a m a n d a t e f r o m t h e
membership at large.

I s a y f u r t h e r, t h a t s u c h a m a n d a t e
shou ld be secu red , and i f i t i s t he
mandate of our people not to merge,
then qu i t immed ia te l y. On the o the r
hand, if it is ye.s, then let us enter

B . P. C h r i s t e n s e n ,
Solvang, California.

Remarks to the Dayton
Convention of the ULCA

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 7 )

A n o t h e r f a c t o r s e e m s t o m e t o b e
the wi l l to find away of meet ing
c o m m o n r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a t h o m e a n d
a b r o a d d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d w h e n a
greater unity in confession and prac¬
tice is being sought. Surely one can¬
n o t c o m p r o m i s e t h e t r u t h a s h e u n d e r ¬
stands it, but surely also one cannot
e v a d e h i s c l e a r C h r i s t i a n d u t i e s w h i l e
he carries on his dialogue with those
who d i sag i -ee w i t h h im . The march
of 'history will not halt even tempo¬
rarily, to permit our complete pre¬
o c c u p a t i o n w i t h i n n e r e c c l e s i a s t i c a l
m a t t e r s . T h u s i n r e c e n t y e a r s t h e
N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l a n d t h e
Lutheran World Federation have pro¬
vided the channels through which their
part ic ipat ing church bodies could act
together in aministry of loving serv¬
ice even while simultaneously they
sought greater inner unity.

Indeed the LWF has provided means
where by the two could be done side
by side. In retrospect the theme of
the Minneapolis Assembly
F r e e s a n d U n i t e s ”
greater timeliness and significance
and the “thinking together” there
suiting in the 51 theses continues to
bear lasting fruits. One of the truly
great developments of our age has
been iiie Eciirnenlcal movement,
hole (o slay, galliering momentum, in¬
volving Important Lutheran leadership
and calling for aLutheran testimony.
But liow shall Lutherans bring atesti¬
mony to the ecumenical movement i f
they themselves cannot agree upon the
implications of their own confessions?
Certainly we must continue to "think
together” both in America and inter¬
nationally. This calls for greater
operation as the years go by.

There is another aspect to this issue.
For example, Icannot plead for the
support of LWA excepting in the con¬
text of discipleship also demonstrated
in the local congregation, the Synod
and the total work of the church at
large. The response of aChristian to
his Lord cannot be divided into
lated segments. Therefore to respond
generously to LWA but to ignore the
urgent ULCA double-apportionment
goal or vice versa; to support the con¬
gregation generously with funds but

C h r i s t
l o o m s i n e v e r

r e -

I t i n

Acknowledgiiieiit of Receipts
by the Synod Treasurer
F o r t l i e M o n t h o f O c t o b e r 1 9 5 8

'Towards the Budget:
Unassigned receipts: (by Congregation)
Detroit, Mich.
Newark, N. J. 
Danevang, Texas 
Gayville, S. D. 
Victory, Ludington, Mich.
Salinas, Calif. 
Perth Amboy, N. J.
Brown City, Mich.
Enumclaw, Wash. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Cedar Falls, Iowa
Manistee, Mich. 

c o -

$ 9 0 0 . 0 0
6 0 . 0 0

3 5 2 . 2 5
5 8 3 . 1 6

6 5 . 0 2
5 0 0 . 0 0
1 5 0 . 0 0

1 5 . 0 0
, 294.50

1 8 2 . 8 7
. 300.00
, 150.00

u n r e -
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4 0 . W8.00 Dwight, 111.

4 . 0 7 B r o w n C i t y , M i c h .
1 2 . 5 0

Alden, Minn.
Chicago, 111. (Trinity)
Withee, Wis. 
October Budget Receipts from

Congregations

7 7 7 . 5 0
2 5 . 0 0

Greenville, Mich. (Dannebrog) 136.00
Racine, Wis. 2 3 5 . 5 6
Alden, Minn.  2 0 0 . 0 0
Dalum, Wayne, Alberta 150.00
Greenville, Mich. (Trinity) — 192.50
Solvang, Calif. 
Cedar Falls, Iowa (St. Paul Ev.

L u t h . C h u r c h ) _
Troy, N. Y.
Clinton, Iowa
Rings ted , Iowa —
Badger^ S. D. —1
Watsonvi l le , Cal i f .
Menominee, Mich.
Bridgeport, Conn. _
Muskegon, Mich. _
W a t e r l o o , I o w a —
Davey, Nebr.
Dwight, 111.
Chicago, 111. (St. Stephen’s) __
White, S. D. 
Omaha, Nebr. 
Bridgeport, Conn.
P a s t o r s ’ P e n s i o n F u n d :
(by Congregation)

Withee, Wis.
Greenv i l le , Mich . (Tr in i ty ) —
Alden, Minn.
Omaha, Nebr. 
H o m e M i s s i o n :
(by Congregation)
Racine, Wis. 
Dagmar, Mont., Sunday school
Dwight, m. ^
P r e s i d e n t ’ s T r a v e l s :
Des Moines, Iowa
S a n t a l M i s s i o n :

Greenvi l le , Mich. (Tr in i ty) __
F o r A n n u a l R e p o r t s :
Cedar Falls, Iowa (Bethlehem)
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Detroit, Mich.
Ludington, Mich.
Danevang, Texas 
Cedar Fa l l s , I owa (S t . Pau l Ev.

Luth. Church) 

Withee, Wis. _
Ta c o m a , W a s h . 1 9 . 0 0

To t a l O c t o b e r r e c e i p t s f o r L u ¬
theran World Action :

Previously acknowledged  8 , 8 9 6 . 3 6
$1,898.131 0 , 3 0 3 . 3 7

Previously acknowledged 5 0 , 2 3 4 . 3 1

.$60,537.68 $10,794.49■T o t a l t o d a t e —
F o r S a n t a l M i s s i o n :
D a n e v a n g , Te x a s _ _
W i t h e e , W i s . ( G u i l d ) F o r a

Santal Child 
I n m e m o r y o f K r i s S m i t h ,

f r o m f r i e n d s i n H a m p t o n
and Coulter, Iowa 

Chicago, 111. (St . Stephen’s
S u n d a y S c h o o l ) f o r a c h i l d
in School 

Racine, Wis.
D a g m a r , M o n t . ( N a t h a n a e l

Sunday School) 
Tyler, Minn. (Danish L. A.)
I n m e m o r y o f D r . E d w a r d

Rawn, Luck, Wis. , by West
Denmark L . A . , Luck , Wis .

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . C a r l L a r ¬
s e n , A s k o v, M i n n . , b y M r.
a n d M r s . A T B . P . M i l l e r ,
M i s s A n n a M i l l e r, M r. a n d
Mrs. Hans Egede

F o r a S a n t a l C h i l d f r o m B e -

tania Ladies’ Aid, Ringsted,
Iowa

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . Wa l t e r A n ¬
dersen, Trinity Church, Chi¬
cago, 111., by Mr. and Mrs.
Alfred Andreasen

I n m e m o r y o f V e r n e r S o r e n ¬
s e n , F l a x t o n , N . D . , C a r l a n d
M a r i e P e t e r s e n , B o w b e l l s ,
N. D
M r . a n d M r s . N i e l s A . P e t e r ¬

sen, Bowbells, N. D.
R u r a l L u t h . C o n g r e g a t i o n ,
Flaxton, N. D.
M r . a n d M r s . F r e d W i n t h e r ,
Dagmar, Mont.
M r s . R a s m i n e A n d r e a s e n ,
Luck, Wis.

District II AELC
R u r a l L u t h e r a n L a d i e s ’ A i d ,

Flaxton, N. D.
Miss Dagmar Miller
I n m e m o r y o f J . B . J o r g e n s e n ,

$ 1 0 . 0 0 , i n m e m o r y o f M r s .
Alfred Johnson, $10.00, from
D i a m o n d L a k e L u t h e r a n
church. Lake Benton, Minn.

I n m e m o r y o f F a t h e r a n d
M o t h e r b y S i n a P e t e r s e n ,
Owen, Wis. 

For Work among Lepers, from
M r s . M i n n i e M a t h i s e n , D e s
Moines, Iowa

1,000.00 Total to date

Other Budget Receipts:
P a s t o r s ’ P e n s i o n C o n t r i b u t i o n s :
1 9 6 8 2 % W i t h h o l d i n g
Detroit, Mich. :
Rev. John Enselmann

Gayville, S. D.
Victory, Ludington, Mich.
Salinas, Calif. —
Dwight, 111. 
Brush, Colo. 
Withee, Wis. 
Circle Pines, Minn.
Tacoma, Wash.
Greenvi l le , Mich. (Tr in i ty) __
Junction City, Ore.
Dagmar, Mont.
St. John’s, Fresno, Calif.
Solvang, Calif. 
Menominee, Mich.
Bridgeport, Conn.
Germania, Marlette, Mich.
Muskegon, Mich.
Diamond Lake, Lake Benton,

Minn. 

Luck, Wis.
Rev. Thorvald Hansen

Alden, Minn. 
Fredsville, Dike, Iowa

●Synod President
Pastors’ Contr ibut ions,

1 9 6 7 B a s e :
R e v . H a r a l d P e t e r s e n , L u c k ,

Wis. 

.$ 25.00__ 147.50
_ _ 2 0 0 . 0 0
__ 300.00
__ 315.73
__ 250.00
__ 109.00
__ 51.25
_ _ 1 0 0 . 0 0
__ 300.00

__ 1,055.00
1 6 2 . 7 5
1 9 1 . 5 0
2 3 1 . 1 6
1 2 1 . 9 5
1 7 5 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0

3 0 . 0 0$ 24.00
3 2 . 0 0
1 5 . 0 0

2 . 5 02 . 0 0
1 5 . 0 0
2 3 . 4 9
1 5 . 0 0
1 5 . 0 0
1 8 . 0 0
1 6 . 0 0

2 5 . 0 0
5 . 0 0

3 6 . 0 0
5 0 . 0 04 . 8 0

2 0 . 5 0
1 9 . 0 0

3 . 0 09 . 0 0
2 2 . 8 0
1 8 . 0 0

1 . 0 0 1 3 . 5 0
1 2 . 0 0 7 . 2 0

3 . 0 02 . 0 0 2 1 . 0 0
44 .00

9.50
1 0 . 0 01 3 . 0 2

2 . 0 0 1 5 . 0 0
1 8 . 0 0
1 8 . 5 0
1 2 . 4 0

3 0 . 0 0
2 0 . 0 0

- 2 5 . 0 0
1 5 . 0 0

2 0 . 0 0
2 . 0 05 1 . 5 4

1 . 1 0
1 2 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0
1 2 . 5 0
1 2 . 0 0

3 . 0 0T o t a l f o r M o n t h

Previously acknowledged  3 , 0 3 6 . 3 0
.$ 449.25

5 . 0 0

$3,485.55
5 . 0 0Total Budget Receipts to date,

October 31 , 1958
R e c e i v e d f o r I t e m s O u t s i d e o f

B u d g e t
F o r L u t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n :

Mrs. Anna Sorensen, Flaxton,
N. D., in memory of Verner
S o r e n s e n b y M r . a n d M r s .
Henry Medchill :

Detroit, Mich. 
Newark, N. J. 
Gayville, S. D.
Salinas, Calif.
Perth Amboy, N. J.
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Withee, Wis. 
Circle Pines, Minn.
G r e e n v i l l e , M i c h . ( D a n n e b r o g )
Racine, Wis. 
Alden, Minn.
Greenville, Mich. (Tilnity)
G r e e n v i l l e , M i c h . ( T r i n i t y f o r

Luth. World Relief) 
Ceda r Fa l l s , I owa (S t . Pau l Ev.

Luth. Church) 
Watsonville, Calif. 
Menominee, Mich.
Los Angeles, Calif.
Germania, Marlette, Mich.
D i a m o n d L a k e , L a k e B e n t o n ,

Minn. 

Denmark, Vesper, Kan.

5 . 0 0 $64,023.23
1 . 0 0

4 2 . 1 4
o

* ^
( t

5 . 0 0V!

5 . 0 0>
a §3i i
a
▶1

K| t?d
r
w r a
W S 3

s; $ 1 0 . 0 0
4 4 0 . 0 0

5 4 . 0 0
1 2 7 . 2 0

7 1 . 8 0
9 2 . 0 0
3 9 . 2 0
6 2 , 6 2

1 2 2 . 4 0
7 0 . 0 0

i i rI

2 0 . 0 0s kI

t

( A

?|l^3
n > o '

I

5 . 0 0It
I

2 : » 3 ;I

2 : ? >
● 2 :

o ' 5 . 0 0I
f O
>-sCO

C3 5 . 0 0w P

“ ■ o n .$ 312.64

.$ 42.14

Total 
F o r H o m e M i s s i o n s :
District II, AELC
For American Bible Society:
Congregat ion, Wi thee, Wis.__
F o r F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e :

Congregation, Racine, Wis.
Respect fu l ly submit ted, ,

Amer ican Evangel ica l
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

t s s
2 4 6 . 0 0

2 7 . 2 4
S3 ° < ?I

C O
I 0 1

tnI 2 0 . 0 00 0 nI 3 . 2 33-1SI

m 2 5 . 0 0
2 2 . 5 0
1 2 . 8 0
10.00
8 2 . 5 0

I

1 1 5 . 2 5IsI

o a

I S 3
CTi

3̂o> M. C. M i l le r, Treasurer
P. O. Box 177,
C i r c l e P ines , M inneso ta .

I

2 5 3 . 3 0
45.40, » 3

o c r q


